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— THE SHROUDED MOON —— 


Created, Written, and Illustrated by 


STAN SAKAI 
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USAGI Уопмво 


Introduction 


Iwas exe ት 
asked meto write theiniroduction to The Srl Mean. 
‘slats colected volume зар Jimbo. Stan's Federal 
Express pcup-and delivery person probably has more 
то do with the production of Usagi Yojimbo than 140, 
Bi sees በ probably во busy б Мін tonite 


However, occus tome that e actual ad a lot tû do. 
with Usagi Yojimbo re the years. In fact | may bethe 
“ingl person most responsible for convincing Stan to 
pursue wht would become a tela career ia comic books 
selena instead of him becoming yet another 
‘overlooked talent working on asimate cartoons. 


irst met Stanin 1979, when hewas one an entounge 
af Hawaiian cartoonists visiting the San Diego Conte. 
Con (now known ах Comic-Con International led by 
Oahu такій cartoon ssc, Dave Thorne. The 
following year. Daves group (including young Stan) 
зат to the convention, as well s taking a side ri 
10 Los Angles. There, they dipped by Hanna Ванна 
Productions, where | was working in the Input 
department on nen Flintstone TV cartoons. 1 was 
delighted to give my new friends an insider's tour ofthe 
studio, where my coworkers greeted the comes 
Ihe same sort ороо йди Ghana not literally) 
ats usuly unleashed upon unsuspecting visitors 
тоа 2008 monkey house! Years later, Stan confided in 
me that tle sight of dozens of animators laboring in 
Якісь i what чо him that በ< ta 
Career he definitely didn't waw to pursue was maling 
Animated cartoons! 


And — other han co-creatinga backup чогу (Digger 
Duckbil in Fantagraphics Ug jbo, with Mark 
матер back when Stan often spotlighted work by his 
ו‎ የመ proud o clim Ive had yet 
mother ect on everyones norte ЊЕ ronin 


For decades, in addition to my an artoningeaeerin 
‘omic books, animation, and advertising Ive cole 
and studied what rer t0 as “Oddball Comics” These 
include mainstream comic books of ll genres that, due 
Jo various nutty зарсан make ne wonderhow they ever 
got publisked in the irst place! Qon ecurious about 
these, plene visit my weck-daily Internet column, 
“Oddball Comics featuring tbe world's craziest comic 
ook at ሠ መለጠ አር alah) 
One ofthemos popular —andeertainly mos dubs 
— categories of Oddball Comics that Tve identifiedare 
О bearing בויא‎ 


Thesefourcolor oddities feature cover scenes of perpe 
(usually bal нуз) geting hi smack dab ዘ the face vith 
«бай Apparently. Sansa bigfin, er, fan of these fsh- 
ithe fae covers, too, s his cover of Usagi Yojimbo #49 
reprinted within this volume — attests. And itjou 
| at ake (ou), check out ey uot appearance 
on pages 13 through 16 of "Three Seasons.” Gta 
portrayed meas that hug with Вести з the alcha- 
Print kimono) 


Finally, heee some observations about Stan himself: 
When Пои met him, his work certainly showed gea 
promise. But can think of no one in cies who has 
Worked harder than Stan to bring his level of writing. 
drawing. and sheer starytelling to the ано of exellence 
e delivers with each new issue of Usagi Yojimbo. Tm. 
equally impressed with Stan's ability to produce 
consistently outstanding work with the flawless self- 
plie fa sam At our traditional day afternoon 
cartoons ня many of our gang rete sub stories 
about creative blocks clueless bosses, aos, or missed 
deadlines, Meanwhile, with a Title sile on his face, San. 
ly hands out copies ofthe Мей Leag! Amazingly. 
San ከ аә able ro mamali a fl vay from the 
drawing board as a wonderful husband and father. 
Everyone who knows Stan seems to respect and admi 
im; he's certainly the most “balanced” person Tve wer 
met. (As Rr hs rotten side, wel, you junt have to vait 
for the Fed Ex man's introduetionto the nes Cag Yojimbo 
collection spill the beans abont that) 


Wer all lucky to have Stan's Ung Yojimbo to enjoy ena 
regular basis, but Tm especially icky to have Stan as one 
of my best fiends. And that’ better hangetin fsb- 
inthe day! 
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DISTASTEFUL, 


ERSTE THAN THI 


й | re EE ыг 
LETS TENE THIS AREA, MORE TRAVELING 
Soon RE 


ува ЛАКЕ. 
ג‎ 


REMEMBER THAT 
О TO RAIN 

בה 
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THEM E 
ES EA E Saco 


D 


HAD BEEN MY ONLY ERIEND... 
“REZ ONS ONE WHC RAD NEVER 


ALIM 

EUER 
TERI 
ES 


TITTI 
፻ 


7 


PLANNING ON 


ANO BACK TO LOOK 
Ce THAT. 
Ter? 


1 LEFT EDO THAT NIGHT, IN THE. 
URINE RAIN, AND HAVE NEVER BEEN 
BAEK SINCE. 


WELL, T THIN 
xr ይ Sr ММ 
WAY. 
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Books by Stan Sakai 


From Dark Horse Comics 
www.darkhorse.com 


BOOK 8: SHADES or DEATH 
Вооко: Равно 

Book 10: Tuz BRINK or LIFE AND DEATH 

BOOK 11: SEASONS 

BOOK 12: GRASSCUTTER 

BOOK 13: GREY SHADOWS 

BOOK 14: DEMON MASK 

BOOK 15: GRASSCUTTER И — JOURNEY то ATSUTA SHRINE 
BOOK 16: THE SHROUDED MOON 

Book 17: DUEL AT KITANOÏ 

Boox 18: TRAVELS WITH JOTARO 

BOOK 19: FATHERS AND SONS 

BOOK 20: GLIMPSES OF DEATH 

BOOK 21: THE MOTHER OF MOUNTAINS 

Towor's Story 


From Fantagraphics Books 
wwwfantagraphics.com 

Book 1: Tir RONIN 

Book 2: SAMURAI 

Book 3: Тнк Wanperer’s ROAD 

Book 4: THE DRAGON BELLOW CONSPIRACY 
Book Солт AND Ко 

Book 6: CIRCLES 

Book 7: Сем STORY 


AAA 


USAGI 


YOJIMBO 


Тнк SHROUDED MOON 
ME 


А MASTERFUL 


ADAPTATION OF SAMURAI Li 
TO SEQUENTIAL АВТ 


EGEND 


sagi h 
though he's often crossed paths with 
some that have become his sworn 
enemies, he's also forged bonds of 
friendship stronger than any threa 
he could ever encounter, Whether 


а 
busting up à pale of rival gangs wien 


his gruff samurai companion Gen, 
ос saving the Ше af Neko Ninja clan 
leader Chizu, Usagi is always willing 
to put his life on the line for his com- 
rides, knowing that they would do 
the same for him, And he just might 
need that help, as he suddenly finds 


cost him his Brel 


‘Once again, multiple award-winning 

storyteller Stan Sakat masterfully 

weaves together the many threads 

of intrigue, adventure, humor, and 

heart, all brought together under 
he Shrouded Moon”! 


can think of o one tn comics w 
has worked harder than Stax Sakai 
to bring his level of writing, drawing, 
‘and sheer storytelling to the heights of 
excellence he delivers with each new 
sue of Usagi Yojimbo.” 

— scott Shaw! 


SON Or ULIRON 


בוו 
MAIS MONSTER‏ 


